
 

The Nepali Territories B05 
 
  The Nepali partner is the 
non-profit organization BIRD – 
Bio-diversity Research and De-
velopment Center, which focuses on biologi-
cal and ecological conservation, covering a 

variety of different issues all aimed at safe-
guarding the bio-diversity of the nation. The 
organization combines this task with the goal 
of improving socio-economic conditions of 
the local population (especially people living 
in remote areas such as in the terai and in the 
mountains have little income). 
 For the Bridg-it project, three admin-
istrative regions have been selected; 

• Kailali, 
• Dolpa, 
• Mustang. 

 
While the Kailali region is in the South-
Western plains, Dolpa and Mustang be-
long to the trans-Siberian mountain-belt. 
 For all the regions, the aim is to pro-
mote the acquisition of know-how of local 
tour operators and to guarantee economic 
benefits to the local population especially 
the marginalised/ disadvantaged group. In 
particular to generate income and 
employment through responsible tourism 

ism approach, the approach tend to establish 
sustainable link between  livelihood and tour-
ism, to promote the development of local en-
terprises, to organize a through capacity 
building of key stakeholders, to involve dif-
ferent policy-levels and to make local institu-

tions and their capacity grow. 
  
 The Kailali-region cov-
ers an area of 3247 sq km 
and comprises a population 
of 716 467. International 
tourism is little developed. 
Main attractions of the re-
gion are the Tharu-culture,  
Rich biodiversity (botanical 
garden, lake, river, gangetic 
dolphins, floras and faunas 
and wild life) and local 
products. The tourist itinerar-

ies that shall be developed in this region will 
comprise intensive contact with the Tharu 
population and their traditions, and a series of 
activities to discover the fantastic Kailali-
territory. 
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 Harder to reach and to explore is the 
Dolpa region, covering 7932 sq km and com-
prising a population of 31 569. The territory is 
on the Himalayan-chain, for most of the re-
gion has no road. Apart from the extraordi-
nary landscape that can be explored by trek, 

the main attractions of this region are the sites 
of Tibetan culture and history, and contact 
with the nowadays local population. 
 
 Another trans-Himalayan region which 
hosts the highest altitude desert takes part in 
the project: Mustang, with 3559 sq km and a 
population of 15 265. The region already ex-
periences international tourism, but the intro-
duction and the reinforcement of aspects of 
responsibility in the construction of new itin-
eraries will be extremely important to guaran-
tee the sustainability of tourist flows. 
 
 For all the regions concerned BIRD is 
committed to enhance the linkages between 
international tourists and the local population, 
to promote a lively cultural exchange between 
them, to design and manage the itineraries in 

respect of the principles of responsible tour-
ism and sustainability along with its objec-
tives of preservation of national biodiversity. 
The major challenges in developing tourism 
in the regions will be the lack of existing con-
nections between tourism and local popula-

tion, the lack of infrastructures, the 
lack of local awareness about eco-
tourism, the low participation of lo-
cals in tourism activities. Hopefully, 
with the bridge-it project it will be 
possible to produce final products at 
community level, with growing 
equality in terms of income and an 
increased awareness about using the 
n  atural resources on behalf of the 
population. 
 Bringing international tourism 
to these isolated and ideal areas will 
permit responsible tourists to get 
into contact with well-preserved cul-
tures, traditions and environment. 
Moreover, the tourist itineraries will 
represent a new and reliable source 

of income and local development in general. 

 


